CHAPTER XXT
FRIENDSHIP
FKOM early youth upwards, friendship had played a peculiarly important part in Niotxecho's life. Perhaps it was the instinctive sense of being different that on the one hand drove him into solitudo, but on the other hand impelled him to look for men who were his equals. He had often felt a great dread of being " entirely alone," and was therefore "absurdly happy when he found or thought he found someone with whom lie had a nook and corner in common." Friendship with kindred spirits was the lifelong object of his dreams and aspirations, and all hie hopes and desires were centred in his friends. Loo Berg writes with great truth ;
<c Friedrieh Niotzscho'e whole philosophy in in some measure a magnificent frimutahip-cult. In this respect, as in others, he resembles Plato. Just as other philosophers are often nothing but an expression of love, BO Nietzsche's is really nothing but a wonderful expatiation on the subject of friendship. It is a nearoh for mm who belong to his type-even when he has not found them; such men ha idealises and explains, defends and embellinhos. Whan he speaks of them, his language becomes lyrical and dithyrambic, his tone tragical or sceptical. The friend baeonieg the subject and the goal of his philosophy; for the greater glory of friendship he conceived the Hiiporxnan and dreamod of eternal recurrence. The friend is the inner meaning of all his writings, the ultimate aim of civiiination."
My brother's exalted conception of friendship reacted on his friends. Impressive testimonies from Rohde, Gersdorff, Seydlite, Dousson, Stein and others show what
a stimulating effect ha had, and how often ho was able